10th-Grade Language Arts
Mr. Soules

Room 1069

Midterm Literature Questions. (The other questions are the Vocabulary questions.)
The Four Stories

Harrison Bergeron, by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., page 21
Searching for Summer, by Joan Aiken, page 31

By the Waters of Babylon, by Stephen Vincent Benét, page 43

A Sound of Thunder, by Ray Bradbury, page 72

1. I want you to write these answers out.

2. Then revise and edit and reorganize.
3. Give yourself three hours to do it all.

DO:  Reread the stories!  “I don’t remember, we read it a long time ago”:  You don’t really think that will work, do you?
DO: Look at some of the questions about the stories that are in your book.  (They are really good questions.)
Then remember what you wrote.

Why?  You will have to write your answers from scratch on Thursday.

The Questions

1. Pick one story and write a) the story’s plot AND b) one character’s challenges.

2. What do these four stories have in common?  Your answer should be at least one page long.

3. Compare any two of the four stories.
How do the authors feel about the society they’re imagining their characters into?  (It might help you think about this if you ranked how hard it would be to live in these four societies.  Example:  It would be hardest to live in Vonnegut’s, next hardest to live in Benét’s, and so on.  This ranking will not be on the test—it’s just a suggestion to help you think.)   Brought to you by  . . .
Your Teacher, Who In Fact Cares, and for your sake, not his, What You Know and What You Learn and How Well Your Life Will Turn Out, Whether you believe me or not makes no difference,

Mr. Soules 
(Well, it does make a difference to me whether you believe me.  The point I was trying to make is that whether you think I care about you or not, I do—and your thinking I don’t can’t change that.)

